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Chriſt the Life of true Believers, 


\ SERMON, & 


appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with bim 
in Glory, 


* 


PARAM Y Brethren, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 
2 Pattern and Repreſentation of all his 
bY M {89 faithful Followers. Tis impoſſibls 
< 720 for us to be his Diſciples and to partake 


e of the Happineſs of the Goſpel, unleſs 
e be.conformed to our Lord and Maſter, and are, 
as it were, ſo many Copies of this divine Original. 
Vhilſt he lived in this World among Mankind, 
e was ſtrictly pious, holy, righteous and good-; 
all his Thoughts, Wiſhes and Deſigns: tended to 
Heaven, from whence he came. At the ſame 

ime, he lived in a poor and low Condition, he 
ſuffered Pain and Affliction, and was at laſt put to 
2 cruel and ignominious Death, But very ſoon he 
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ol. iti, 4. Men Cbriſt who is our Life ſhall 
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aroſe again from the Dead, aſcended to "REY 
and was exalted to the higheſt Degree of Glory. and 
Happineſs at the Right Hand of the Father. 

Such is thy Life in this World, fincere Chriſtian, 
and ſuch are thy Hopes with Reſpect to a future 
State, Here it is thy great Buſineſs to ſhun every 
wicked and evil Inclination and Practice, to ſtudy 
a divine Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind, and to 
endeayour a perfect Obedience to the Commands 
of God, according to the Pattern and Example of 
thy bleſſed Saviour. Thou art always engaged in 
fighting with Fleſh and Blood, thou art ſurrounded 
with ſpiritual Enemies, often involved in Calami- 
ties and Afflictions, and at laſt thou ſhalt ſuffer 
Death, and thy Body ſhall be laid in the Grave. 
But when the Son of Man ſhall come in his Glory 
t0 judge the World, thy Body ſhall be raiſed from 
Corruption, and united to thy Soul again, and 
then hee ſhalt be glorious, as thy Saviour is glori- 
ous, - This is the great and important Truth taught 
us by the Apoſtle in the Words of our Text, When 
Chriſt who is our Life ſhall appear, then. ball ye aljo 
appear with bim in Glory. 

IN the Management of this Subject, we ſhall 
obſerve this Method. 

I. WE ſhall conſider this Phraſe, CHriſt who 1s 
our Life. 
II. THE Appearance of Jeſus Chriſt: ben he 
who is cur Life ſhall appear. 
III. THE Glory in which he ſhall appear: He 
Ron's appear in Glory 


THE 1 of all true Chriſtians 
* in N 


THESE 


1ans 


Theſe are the principal Parts of what I propoſe 
to deliver upon this Subject. May God make our 
Piſcourſe promote his Glory, and your ſpiritual 
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and eternal Happineſs. To begin with the 
FIRST Thing propoſed, namely, to conſider this 
Phraſe, Chriſt who is our Life. That we may the 
better underſtand the Meaning of the Apoſtle, it 
will be neceſſary to reflect on the preceeding Verſes, 
In the ſecond Verſe of this Chapter, the Apoſtle 
exhorts us to ſet our Affections on Things above, not 
on Things on the Earth; that is, to be chiefly ſolli- 
citous for the excellent and glorious Things that 
are in Heaven, and the Means which God hath ap- 
pointed for the obtaining of them, and not to mind 
ſuch poor Matters, as infignificant Rites and Obſer- 
vances, and ſenſual worldly Enjoyments. But becauſe 
he knew that it is difficult for us to raiſe our Af- 
fections to Heaven, beſide the Argument he made 
Uſe of in the firſt Verſe to this Purpoſe, taken from 


the Reſurrection of Chriſt, and his glorious Domi- | 


nion in thoſe Places to which he calls us, he ſays in 


the third Verſe, You are dead, and your Life is hid 


with Chrift in God : You are dead to all ſinful 
Thoughts, Defires and Actions; you have former- 


ly renounced every Thing contrary to the Laws of 


Religion and Virtue, and you are reſolved to mind 
the ſenſual Enjoyments of this World no more 


than if you were dead. But though you be dead to 


Sin, you are alive to God ; you have devoted your 
Lives, all the Affections and Powers of your Souls, 
all the Abilities of your Bodies, and all- your out- 


ward Advantages to the Cauſe of Jeſus Chriſt anßd 


of his Goſpel, Tis true, this Life is in a great 
Meaſure hid from the World, the trueſt and beſt 


Religion being moſt pr ivate, ſo that thoughtleſs Men 


cannot 


| 
| 
| 


* | 
cannot perceive any Thing beautiful and excellent 
m you : On the contrary, they look upon you as 
the moſt conteraptimble People upon Earth, and 
pour Lives as Folly and Extravagance. But your 
Life is hid in God; by this the Apoſtle means, that 
the Life of true Believers is fure and certain, It 
does not depend upon, nor is depoſited with Men, 
weak and changeable Creatures; but it is in the 
Keeping of God, who is infinite in Power, and 
with whom there is no Variableneſs nor Shadow of 
turning; therefore you have no Reaſon to doubt of 
enjoying and having it carried to Perfection. He 
ſays likewiſe, That it is hid with Chrift ; that is, 
no Wonder it does not appear what good Men are 
now, nor what they ſhall be hereafter, for even Je- 
ſus Chr iſt is hid from the World, his glorious Per- 
ſon being in the higheſt Heavens quite out of our 
Sight, and his Kingdom being ſupported and go- 
verned here below by the ſecret Influences of his 
Spirit. But our Life's being hid with Chriſt eſpe- 
cially ſignifies, that ſeſus Chriſt is the Fountain 
and Author of our Life, that he merited it by 
what he did and ſuffered, and that it is by his Holy 
Spirit that it is produced in us. Hence the Evan. 
gkliſt Tabn ſays, Chap. i. 4. In him was Life, and 
that Life was the Light of Men. And As ili. rs, 
He is called the Prince of Life. Since then our 
Life is purchaſed by Jeſus ' Chriſt, and depoſited 
with God, we may be aſſured that when Chriſt 
Tho is our Life ſhall appear, then ſhall we alſo appear 
with him in Glory. _ 

AN D now from the preceeding Verſes, as well 


as from our Text itſelt, it is plain, that by Jeſus 


Chriſt his being our Life, we ate to underſtand, 


that he is the Cauſe and Author of our * 
& *%d a 4 4 an 


C 42 
and heavenly Life, that it depends upon him in- 
tirely, and that out of him we have not. the leaſt 
Degree, nor the leaſt Spark of Life. As the Son of 
God at firſt created the World and all Things that 
are therein, and as he preſerves and governs them 
all, according to theſe Words of the Apoſtle, Col. 
i. 16. By him all Things were created, that are in 
Heaven, and that are on Earth, viſible and inviſible, 
whether they be Thrones or Dominions, or Principali- 
ties, or Powers : All Things were created by him : 
And Heb. i. 6. He upholds all Things by the Word 
of his Power ; So it is he that gives Being to the 
lect World, that ſuſtains, nouriſhes and perfects 
them all, But more particularly Jeſus Chriſt is 
our Life, 
FIRST, as it is through him that we are juſtified, 
This, no doubt, is partly the Meaning of the A- 
poſtle in theſe Words; and this great Bleſſing is 
in other Places of Scripture called Life, as in Rom. 
v. 18, By the Righteouſneſs of One, the free Gift 
came upon all Men to Fuſtification of Life. As we 
are dead in Lew, while we are under the Sentence 
of Condemnation ; ſo being juſtified, being pardon» 
ed and accepted of God, we are. reſtored to Life. 
By Nature we are under the Condemnation of the 
Law, and liable to the Wrath of God ; but by 
Virtue of the Obedience of Jeſus Chriſt, embraced 
by a lively Faith, we are freed from the Curſe of 
the Law, and made righteous in the Sight of God. 
This I take to be the Meaning of that Paſſage, Phil, 
li. 9. Tat I may be found in Chriſt, not having 


mine own Righteouſneſs which is of the Law, but | 


that which is through the Faith of Chriſt, the Rigb- 
teouſneſs which'is of God by Faith, | | 
„ _ ſecondly, 
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_ Secondly, Jeſus Chriſt is our Life, as it is through 
him that we are ſanctified. This eſpecially is the 
Meaning of the Apoſtle when he ſays, Jeſus Chrift 
is our Life ; he purifies our Hearts and Manners 
from all Wickedneſs and Vice, and forms us into 
the divine Image, in Righteouſneſs and true Holi. 
neſs, He not only purchaſed this for us, but he 
works it in us; he reveals it to us in the Goſpel, 
the Nature of Religion and Virtue ; he hath given 
us a perfect and moving Pattern of it in his own 
Perſon ; he hath recommended it with the moſt 
powerful Arguments and Motives ; he imprints it 
upon our Minds and Hearts by his holy Spirit; 
he cheriſhes it and cauſes it to grow up to Perfec- 
tion. To this Purpoſe we may apply the Words 
of the Apoſtle, Gal. ii. 20. I live, yet not I, but Je. 
Jus Chrift Itmeth in me : And the Life which I now 
live in the Fleſh, I live by the Faith of the Son of God 
who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. Jeſus Chriſt 
begins, carries on, and accompliſhes the Work of 
Sanctification in our Hearts and Lives, by Virtue of 
his Communion with us, as he is the Head and Root 
which give Sap and Nourifhment to the Mem- 

bers and Branches. 
THIRDLY, Jes Chrift is our Life, as he 
beſtows eternal Happineſs upon us. This is often 
called Life, and eternal Life. Jefus Chriſt merited 
this mighty Bleſſing for all thoſe that believe in him; 
and having received it as a Recompence of his O- 
bedience he will certainly beſtow it upon them. Ii cc 
My Sheep hear my Voice, fays our Saviour, John x. /. 
28. and I know them, and tbey follow me. And [give i 
unto them eternal Life, and they ſhall never periſh, N 
neither ſhall any pluck them out of my Hand. Jeſus ab 
Chriſt then is our Life, as he juſtifies, ſanctifies and I £1 
- glorifies us, Theſe are the principal * be at 
at ; 
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bath purchaſed, and which thoſe that believe in him 


are ſaid to be Partakers of; and they are ſet forth. 


to us in the Name of Life, becauſe they are the 
moſt excellent and defireable Bleſſings. 


BEFORE we conclude this Head, let us re- 


| fie a little upon the Excellency of this Life we re- 


ceive from Jeſus Chriſt, It is the Perfection, the 
Happineſs and Glory of human Nature. It con- 
ſtitutes us Objects of the Love of the greateſt and 
the beſt of Beings, and entitles us to his . pecuh 

Care. A Life of Sin makes us hated by a juſt and 
holy God, and liable to all the Curſes of the Law. 
This proceeds from fooliſh, ſenſual, baſe and wicked 
Defires and Inclinations ; the other from a divine 
Faith, a reaſonable Love, and a juſt and lively Gra- 
titude, The one conſiſts in Error and Ignorance, 
in Profanity and Unrighteouſneſs, in Hatred and 
Malice; the other in the Excerciſe of Reaſon and 
Underſtanding, of Devotion and Goodneſs, of Gra- 
titude and Love, The one is attended with con- 
tinual Pain and Uneaſineſs in this World, and with 
eternal Miſery in the next; the other with Tran- 
quillity of Soul here, wirh Joy unſpeakaple and full of 
Glory hereafter, In a Word, by the one we degene- 
rate into Brutes, and become fit Company tor curſed 
Spirits only; by the other we become Partakers of 
the divine Nature, and fit for the bleſſed Society in 
Heaven. The one is Death rather than Life; ac- 
cordingly wicked Men are ſaid to be dead in Treſþaj= 


ſes and Sins ; and, ſbe that liveth in Pleaſure is dead 
while /he liveth ; the other only is worthy the 
Name of Life, and hence the Scripture very oſten 
abſolutely calls it Life : He that hath the Son. hath 


Life ; and he that hath not the Son hath not Life ; 


aud he that believeth in the 1 hath paſſed from Death 
8 | 1a 
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| fo Life. O glorious Life ! One Day paſſed ces. 
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ding to thy Precepts, is worth an Eternity in Sin. 
NOW, y Brethren, ſince Jeſus Chriſt is our 
Life, fince through him we are beloved of God, ſan- 
Etified and made meet for Heaven, and entiled to it 
by Virtue' of his Purchaſe, the Conſequence of the 
Apoſtle is plain and ſtrong, That when he /hall ap- 
pear, we ſhall alſo appear with him in Glory; which 
brings me to the 

SE CON D general Head, which was to ſpeak 
of the Appearance of Feſus Chriſt. When he wha is 
our Life ſhall appear. In the Fulneſs of Time he 
appeared in Fleſh, cloathed with human Na- 
ture, as the Apoſtle ſays, God manife/ted in the Heſd. 
He will appear again at the End of the World to 
Judge all Mankind, and io render to every one ac- 
cording to their Deeds. He is now above the 
higheſt Heavens, far hid from the mortal Eyes. 
*Tis by Faith only that we know of his Exiſtence. 
But one Day, he will deſcend from his Seat at the 
Tight Hand of God, and appear viſtble to all the 
World, the Son of God, and the Author of our 
Salvation. | 

THE Proof of this is evident from numberleſs 


Paſſages of Scripture 3 Matth, xvi. 17, The Son of 
Han ſhall come in the Glory of his Father, with . his. 


Holy Angels, and then ſhall he reward every one ac- 
cording to bis Work And As i. 11. This ſame 
Feſus, faid the Men in white, to the Diſciples, as 
they were gazing up to Heaven, when our Saviour 


aſcended, This ſame Teſus who is taken from you to 

Heaven, ſhall come in like Manner as je have ſeen 

Him go ta Heaven And 2 Thefl, i. 17. When ile 

Lord Feſus ſhalt be revealed from Heaven with his 

mighty Angels, in flaming Fire, taking Vengeante 2 | 
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all them that know not God, and obey not the Voice of 
his Son. But we need not ſpend Time in quoting 
Texts to prove this important Truth. No Man 
that believes the Scripture can deny it. | 

INDEED ſome antient Hereticks from a miſtaken 
Notion of Things, and a falſe Explanation of cer- 
tain Paſſages of Scripture, maintained that the Re- 
ſurrection was already paſt, and conſequently that 
Jeſus Chriſt would not appear again at the End of 
the World, as we ſay he will. But their Opinion 
is ſo contrary to Scripture, that we need only to 
mention it, in order to ſhew its Abſurdity. 

THE Objection of the Infidels againſt this 
Doctrine is mare dangerous than that of the anci- 
ent Hereticks. Theſe allowed of a future State of 
Rewards and Puniſhments, though they denied the- 
Appearance of Jeſus Chriſt : But the Infidels deny 
both. Our ſouls, ſay they, are made of the ſame 
Matter with our Bodies, and with them they die 
and periſh for ever ; therefore there is no Day of 
Judgement, no Appearance df Jeſus Chriſt, . As 


Fear firſt made the Gods of the Heathens ; ſo it. 
was Politicians and deſigning Men that invent- 
ed a general Judgment, and Rewards and Puniſh-, 
ments in another World. The Notions of a fu- 
ture State, and of the terrible Appearance of a cru- 
cified Man, are vain Chimeras and Seare-Crows, to 


beget and cheriſh a ſuperſtitious Reſpect, and a baſe 
Servitude among the People. 


-BU T beſide the Arguments that ſerve to prove 


the Truth of the ſacred Oracles, and conſequently : 


the Truth of a Day of Judgment, there are ſome - 
drawn immediately from the Principles of natu- 


ral Light, which are ſufficient to ſtop the Mouths: 
of Undelievers, at leaſt to make them very modeſt 
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4 
in their Oppoſition to our Doctrine, and to con- 
fider well before they venture much upon their own 
Scheme. If our Souls periſh with our Bodies, if 
there is no future State; why have Mankind in all 
Places and Ages of the World univerſally believed 
the contrary, and that they thall be happy or mi- 
ſerable in another World according to their Deferts? 
Can we imagine that an infinitely wiſe and good 
God would thus cheat and delude the Apprehen- 
fions and Underſtandings of Mankind? If our Souls 
periſh with our Bodies, if there is no future State; 
how can you vindicate the divine Perfections, his 
Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs which are all con- 
cerned iri this Point ? Ought you not to think that 
the Wiſdom of God having made Man a reaſonable 
Soul, and capable of ſpiritual Retreſhments and the 
Joys of another World, is concerned to carry us 
into a future State, where all our reaſonable Facul- 
ties ſhall be exerciſed and our ſpiritual Taſte fhall 
be ſatisfied? Ought you not to think that Things 
being promiſcuouſly adminiſtred in this Life, there 


muſt be another, wherein all Things ſhall appear 


regular and orderly, and the Juſtice of God ſhall be 
clearly mainfeſted ? Ought you not to think that 
the divine Goodneſs will continue the Life of Man 
longer than that of the Brutes ſo far beneath him in 
Perfection? Muſt we die like the Beaſts? If our 
Souls die with our Bodies, if there is no future State, 
whence is it that Men are ſo defirous to purchaſe a 
lafting Fame to themſelves ? Whence this inbred 
Propenſity, this natural Tendency to Immortality ? 
Why do we ſhrink back into ourſelves, and ſtartle 
at Annihilation ? Why have we Peace and Quiet 
in our Minds, when we do a good Action, and a 
ſecret Hope that we thall be one Day * 
ks it 
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it ? Why are we ſeized with Horror when we d 


a bad Action, and apprehenſive that we ſhall one 


Day be puniſhed for it? *Tis God that cauſes 


theſe Thoughts, and Deſires, and Hopes and Fears 
in our Breaſts. *Tis the ſupreme Diſpoſer of all 


Things that points out another World, and per- 
ſuades Mankind of an eternal Duration beyond the - 


Grave. 


WHAT is it that aſſures thee, thou Infidel, that 


there is no Day of Judgement, no future State? * Tis 
not Reaſon ; for Reaſon tells us, that there is in 


Man a Principle ſuperior to Matter, and which in 


all Probability will-never die ; that the Nature of 
God, the Nature of Man, the Nature of Virtue and 
Vice declare loud for another World wherein every 
one ſhall be happy or miſerable according as he hath 
behaved in this Life. 

there is no Day. of J 
becauſe thou doubteſt of it. 
Generality of Infidels. They change their Doubts 
and their Uncertainties into Articles of Faith. 
But a Faith founded upon Doubts and Uncertain» 
ties, is it a reaſonable Faith ? Thy Faith ought to 
be proportioned to the Principle. from: which it 
flows. And as this Principle is Doubt and Uncer- 
tainty, thou canſt not build any Thing firm and 
ſtable upon it. Leave thy Doubts and thine Uncer= 
tainties ; ceaſe to flatter. thy ſelf with the falſe Idea 
of Liberty. Thou believeſt aſſuredly that there is 
no Day of Judgment, becauſe thou: doubteſt of it: 
Is this reaſonable ?. Where is the Man of the leaſt 
Degree of Conſideration, that will hazard a great 
Good upon a Principle like this? If there is no 
Day of Judgment, no future State, the good Man 


luſes the Pleaſure of ben wicked, and of along 


Perhaps thou believeſt that 
udgment, no future State, 
This is the Caſe of the 
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4 
his criminal, bafe and brutiſh Paſſions, which afford 
but a poor Pleaſure at beſt. But if there is a = | 


of Judgment, profane, and vitious Man, what doſt 
thou loſe ! We dare not deſcribe his Miſery ; We 
are not able to deſcribe it; for the Torments of the 
Damned, as well as the Joysof the Bleſſed are now 
inexpreſfible. Thou loſeſt an eternal Happineſs, 
thou expoſeſt thy ſelf to the moſt cruel Tormente, 
to intollerable: Remorſe, that will never end, that 
will never have the leaſt Intermiſſion. 
{HOW ſweet, how tranſporting the Hope of a 
bleſſed Immortality, of a Perfection and Happineſs 
without Bounds or without End, in Society of 
Saints and Angels, and in the immediate Preſence 
of God! Indeed this Hope obliges us to be ſtrictly 
pious and good, to be holy in all Manner of Con- 


© verſation, and to deny ourſelves the Enjoyment of 


yain, ſenſual and worldly Delights. But are the 
Pleaſures of Sin, that are often — with Pain 
and Diſgrace, even here in this World, are they to 
be preterred to the infinite and eternal Happineſs, 
we hope for ? Muſt we forgo an everlaſting and 
raviſhing Joy, for a ſhort and unſatisfying Felicity? 
Enter into thy ſelf, thou profane Man, hearken to 

ſon, confider the Suggeſtions of Futurity 
that ariſe in thy Soul, even in Spite of all thy En- 
deavours to the contrary, and which prompt thee 
16 eſcape eternal Miſery and to fave thy ſelf, Hav- 
ing conſidered the Appearance of Feſus Chrift, — 
us proceed to confider the Manner of it, he ſhal 

prar in Glory, which was the 


7 | 
| 2 HIR D General Head we propoſed. It is 
impoſſible ſor us to expreſs or conceive the Glory 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his Appearance: We 


haye neither Words nor Compariſons to make it 
| known 


Light and Glory. 7 
n C 2 * S E- 


45 
known by. He ſays himtelf, Matth. xvi. 17. He 
Hall tome in the Glory ef bis Father; that is, in all 
the Majeſty, Power and Authority of God, in 


Compariſon with which the greateſt Pomp and 


Magnificence of the World, is but as nothing and 


Vanity. We ſhall mention a few general Things. 


FIRST, Jeſus Chriſt at his ſecond Coming, 
will appear glorious in his Perſon, When he. was 
here upon Earth, He had no Beauty nor Oomelineſi 
that Men ſhould deſire bim; his Viſage tas more 
marred than any Man, and his Form than the Sons 
of Men. But he will appear at that Day in ano- 
ther Form, in a Body beautiful and glorious, What 
Sort of a Body, the glorified Body of our Saviour 
will be, may in ſome Meaſure be gathered from the 
Hiſtory of his Transfiguration, where his Face is 
deſcribed to have /hined like the Sun, and his Raj- 
ment to have become ſhining, exceeding white as Snow, 
Matth. xvii. and from the Deſcription of his Appea- 
rance, to John the Divine, Rev. i. 14. His Head 
and his Hairs were white like Wool, as white as Show, 
and his Eyes were as a Flame of Fire, and his Feet 
like unto fine Braſs, as if they burned in a Furnace. 
Moſes's converſing a few Days with God upon the 
Mount, made his Face to ſhine, fo that the Child- 
ren of //rae! were not able to look upon it, for the 
Brightneſs of it. How glorious then muſt the Bo- 
dy of Jeſus Chriſt be, when he ſhall deſcend from 
converſing with the Father, and from fitting at his 


right Hand in the higheft Heavens ! Tt will out- 


ſhine the Sun in its greateſt Radiancy ; all the hea- 


venly Bodies ſhall receive new Light from the Glo- 


ry of his Preſence. The Sun ſhall appear dark, 
and the Moon as Blood, when compared to dis 
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- SECONDLY, The Glory of Jeſus Chriſt 
will conſiſt in the Number of his Adorers. . He 


will deſcend from Heaven fitting upon a Cloud of 
Glory with a vaſt and numberleſs Army of Angels, 


whom he will ſummon from all the Provinces of 
the Univerſe, to wait i pon his Perſon. And whilſt 


all that are alive upon the Earth are gazing at the 
Son of God and his heavenly Hoſt, as they deſcend, 


one of the Angels will found a dreadful Trumpet, 
- Which will roll the Circuit of the Creation, make 
the Earth to tremble and ſhake, and piercing into 
the deepeſt Tombs, will awake all the Dead, and 
- call them to the Preſence of the great Judge. A- 
round our Saviour likewiſe will be the Saints of all 
. Kindreds, and of all Nations, come out of Tribu- 
lation, the Martyrs with Palms in their Hands, the 
_ Virgins with white Robes, the Church in pute 
Linnen with all her Children, caſting down their 
Crowns before the Throne of the Lamb, and ſing- 
ing this Song, To him that ſits upon the Throne, 10 


the Lamb that iuas ſlain, and redeemed us by his Blood, 


. be the Honour and Glory, the Dominion and Power, 
Wicked Men and: Devils ſhall then hkewiſe bow 
the Knee to the Son of God. Here they oppoſed 
his Intereſt, they contemned him, they affronted 


him; but then they ſhall ſee their Folly, and fall 
down and adore him. 


THIRDLY, The Glory of Jeſus Chriſt at 
bis Appearance will conſiſt in his great and exten- 


five Power, He will call all the World to appear 


before him, and to receive Sentence from his Mouth, 


None ſhall be able to reſiſt his Power. The Jud- 


ges of the Earth, the great Princes, the mighty 


- Emperors, ſhall not be exempted any more than 


the pooreft, the meaneſt, and weakeſt of Mankind, 
| Tribes 
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Tribes Provinces, Armies, Nations, Worlds, ſhall 


be gathered together and pour along towards the 
Judgment Seat of Chriſt, and Adam with all His 


Sons ſhall appear upon even Ground and upon e- 


qual Terms, He will lay open the Secrets of all 
Mens Hearts ; his Condemnation of the wicked 
will be ſo evident and juſt, that they themſelves 
ſhall acknowledge it. Yes, unhappy Wretches, 
you ſhall have the Confuſion to condemn yourſelves, 
your Punifhment fhall be everlaſting, your Tor- 
ments inſupportable. Death the King of Terrors, 
and the moſt cruel of Enemies, ſhall be ſwallowed 
up in Victory at the Appearance of Jeſus Chriſt. 
The Devils ſhall be ſpoiled of all their Power, and 
loaded with Chains of Dark neſs, the Foundations 
of the Earth /hall be ſhaken, the Heavens ſhall paſs u- 
way with a great Noiſe, and the Elements ſhall malt 
with fervent Heat, for we look for a new Heaven 
and a new Earth, 

AND as the Power of Jeſus Chriſt wilbbe ma- 
nifeſteÞin puniſhing wicked Men and Devils, ſo in 
faving the wiſe and good. You that renounce the 
Follies and Corruptions of the World, that make 
the Laws of Jeſus Chriſt the Rule of your Conduct 
that take Care to ſecure an Intereſt in his Favour, 
by loving and obeying him, you have nothing to 
be afraid of from the glorious Power of the Son of 


Man. Towards you, he will exerciſe Goodneſs 


and Mercy, in delivering you from all the Re- 
mainders of Sin, and crowning yowwith Perfection 
and Happineſs. PRES 
W HAT Glory to the Son of God to deſcend. 
from Heaven in the Glory of his Father, and with 
all the Angels his Father's Miniſters! What a 
Glory to the great Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls, 
wor to 


Co 
to {ee his Followers who were ſcattered like lof 
Sheep, gathered together in the Regions of Immor-. 
tality, and triumphing over their Enemies! What 
Glory to the Author and Teacher of Truth, t 
ſee Ignorance and Error deſtroyed, and Knowledge 
and Truth eſtabliſhed! What a Glory to the 
Lover of Mankind, to ſee Sin and Mifery baniſb. 
ed, from among them, and Righteouſneſs and Hap- 
pineſs prevailing and flouriſhing for ever! Ther 
Hall you behold the Nord that was made Fleſh, and 
| dwelt among us, full of Grace and Truth; then ſbal 
you behold his Glory, the Glory as of tbe only begotten 
„ the Father. He was brought forth in a Stable, 
and laid in a Manger inſtead of a Cradle; be ſhall an 
appear in all the Majeſty of Heaven: He lived in 
a mean and obſcure Condition; be ſhall come a- 0 
in in the higheſt Degree of Power and Grandeur: L 
e had not where to lay his Head; he ſhall ap- * 
_ Poſſeſſor of the Univerſe, and the ſovereign I 
Lord of Heaven and of Earth: He was deſpiſed y 
and rejected of Men; he ſhall be attended on by I ſo 
Angels, and all the World ſhall bow the Knee to ee 
him: He was arraigned and condemned, and cru- 4 
Cified by earthly Powers; he ſhall ſummon all both e 
ſmall and great, the Kings and great Men, and I * 
Judges of the Earth, to appear at his Bar, and to ſt 
© receive Sentence from his Mouth, The two di- F 
. ferent States of this Perſon are the Wonder | © 
Mankind, and not of Mankind only, but likewiſe It. 
: of the Angels above, that deſire to look into them. 
Let us in the | 

- FOURTH Place, conſider the Appearance I 

of all true Chriſtians with their Saviour in Glory: 
Du ball appear with him in Glory, Here in this © 
World the true Chriſtian is often hid from the Ob- 
| ſervation I # 


rance 
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ſervation of Mankind, his Graces are weak and 
imperfect ; ſometimes he conceals himſelf under 
1 Vail of Humility ;- at other Times he is covered 
with a Cloud of Affliction ; ſo that it does not ap- 
pear either what he is, or what he ſhall be; and 
Death ſeizes him as well as the wicked Man, and 
lays him low in the Duſt. But when Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhall appear in Glory, the Body of the true Be- 
liever ſhall be raiſed again out of the Grave and 
united to his Soul, he ſhall be made perfect in Ho- 
lineſs, openly acknowledged and acquitted before 
all the World, and rewarded with eternal Felicity 
and Glory in Heaven. 

FIRST, At the Appearance of Jeſus Chriſt, 
our Bodies ſhall be raiſed out of the Grave, glori- 
rious Bodies. What Horror will fill the Souls of 
wicked Men, when they ſhall ſee themſelves oblig- 
ed to re-enter their ies, not to enjoy ſinful 
Pleaſures, as formerly, but in Order to appear be- 
ſore the Tribunal of God, and to be judged and 
condemned by him? What muſt be their Shame 
at the Sight of thoſe Bodies, thoſe wretched Bodi- 
es, which were the Inſtruments of their Rebellion 
and Ingratitude, and which are about to be the In- 
ſtruments of their eternal Miſery? On the other 
Hand, what will be the Joy of upright and virtu- 
ous Souls, tor e-unite it ſelf to theſe very Bodies, 
that perhaps carried the Marks of the Lord Jeſas, 
and that will not only be cloathed with Glory 
to all Eternity, but even be aſſiſting to the Souls 
in their Operations? | #4254 

THE Apoſtle Paul ſpeaking of the Reſurrecti- 
on of the Body, ſays, Cor. xv. 42. 43. 44. tis 


ſown in Corruption, it is raiſed in Intorruption ; It © 
is ſown in Diſhonour, it is raiſed in Glory; it is ſown 


if 
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in Weakneſs, it is raiſed in Power; it is ſown 4 
natural Body, it is raiſed a ſpiritual Body. The 
ſame Bodies that died, ſhall be raiſed again, but they 
ſhall be raiſed with very great Alterations, It 7; 
ſown in Corruption, it ſhall be raiſed in Incorrupti- 
on. Our Bodies here in this World, are made up 
of ſuch Particles, and they are framed after ſuch a 
Manner, that they are continually tending to Cor. 
ruption and Diſſolution ; but at the Appearance 
of Jeſus Chriſt, they ſhall be freed from all Seeds 
of Mortality and Corruption, and be made incor- 
ruptible and immortal Subſtances, like the Heay- 
ens in which they ſhall dwell for ever; for ſo our 
Saviour ſays of thoſe that ſhall be accounted worthy 
to attain to this bleſſed Reſurrection, that they 
cannot die any more. It is ſown in Diſboncur, it 1; 
raiſed in Glory; our Bodies when they are buried, 
are baſe and vile, not to be endured above Ground 
for their ghaſtly Looks and nauſeous Pucrefaction, 
At the Appearance of Jeſus Chriſt, they ſhall be 
transformed into bright, beautifu] and glorious Bo- 
dies; for ſo our Saviour aſſures us, that after the 
e the righteous ſhall ſhine as Stars in the 

irmament; It is ſown in Weakneſs, it ſhall be rai- 
fed in Power; our Bodies now are weak and feeble, 
liable to many Indiſpoſitions and Diſeaſes, capable 
of doing very little, but of ſuffering much. At 
the Reſurrection they ſhall be freed from all Weak- 


neſs, Diſeaſes, and Infirmities, and be made ſtrong, 


Active, and vigorous, ſo as even to be helpful to the 
ul in it's ſpiritual Operations; for God ſball wipe 
atuay all Tears from their Eyes, and there ſball be no 
more Death, neither hall there be any more Pain; 
for the former Things are paſſed away. Rev. xxi. 
4. I. is ſown à natural Boch, it is raiſed a " 
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4 Body; our Bodies now muſt be repaited witlr 
ſuitable Nouriſhment, kept in Health with La- 


bour and Exerciſe, and refreſhed with ſenſual Plea» 
" ſures. At the Appearance of Jeſus Chriſt, they 


ſhall be mide ſpiritual Bodies: Not that they 


ſhall be converted into Spirits, for they will {till re- 
main Bodies, but they ſhall be wrought into pure 
and fine Subſtances, ſo as no more to want to eat 


or drink, or to be refreſhed, or kept in Order, 
with groſs and carnal Enjoyments; for as our Sa- 
viour ſays, Luke xx. 35. They neither marry, nor 


are given in Marriage, but they are like to the An- 


gels in Heaven, Such ſhall be the Glory of the 
Bodies of good Men at the Appearance of Jeſus 
Chriſt: And if their Bodies ſhall be ſo glorious, 
what will be their Souls, that are capable of far 
greater Perfection? For 3 

SECON DLY, our Bodies, ſo ſhall our Souls 
appear with Jeſus Chriſt in Glory, Wherein the 
Glory of our Souls will then conſiſt, and how great 
it will be, we cannot particularly deſcribe to you. 
Only in general, all our Sins ſhall be perfeMl 
done away, and we ſhall be cloathed with Robes wo 
ed and made white in the Blood of the Lamb, When 
the Marriage 4 the Lamb ſball come, and his Wife 
Hall be ready, ſbe ſhall be arrayed in fine Linnen, clean 
and white, which is the Righteouſneſs of the Saints. 
Then our Souls ſhall be freed from all Error, Tg- 
norance and Prejudice, and endowed with full and 
2 Knowledge. Here our Underſtandings are 

0 


w and weak, ſuited to this State of Mortality ; 
but at the Reſurrection they ſhall be highly elevat- 
ed, and made capable of the greateſt Manifeſtations 


of Truth, the ſublimeſt Diſcoveries of the divine 
PerfeQtions, and of eyery Thing that may any Way 
+2 D MAKE, 
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make us perſect or happy. Here we ſee through 
_ . Glaſs, but then we: hall ſee Face to Face. Now we 
have ſome ſmall and imperfect Diſcoveries of things, 
as at a great Diſtance; but at that Day. we ſhall 
ſee Things diſtigctly in their full and true Dimen. 
ions. Now toe know in Part only; but then we 
ſhall know God and other Beings, as they know ns, 
No Clouds, no Darkneſs ſhall cover our Minds in 
that glorious State : We ſhall dwell in Circles of 
Light, in the Sun-ſhine of the Almighty's Pre- 
ſence. V 
AN D as our Souls ſhall be perfect in Know 
ledge, ſo ſhall they be free from all Corruption and 
Diſorder, and endued with pure and regular De- 
fires and Inclinations. Here there are Spots and 
Blemiſhes in the beſt of Men ; but then they ſhall 
be holy as God is boly ; they ſhall have all the Wik- 
dom and Sanctity their exalted Natures are capable 
of. And how gtorious will our Souls then appear, 
when they ſhall be filled with true and excellent 
Knowledge, and with the greateſt Degrees of Ho- 
Iineſs! But Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard ; 
neither hath it entered into the Heart of Man to con- 
ceive, the Glory which God hath prepared for thaſz 
hat love him. 8 ä 
. THIRDLY, Our Souls and Bodies thus re- 
fined and exalted, ſhall be again united in one Per- 
Jon, and appear beſore the Judgment Seat of Chriſt. 
What this Fudgment Seat will be, and where it 
will be placed, we know not certainly. Only it is 
probable it will be placed in the Air, and compoſed 
of a radiant Cloud, ſtreaming with Light, and 
throwing forth a Flood of Glory, Hence it is cal- 
led, The Throne of his Glory 3 and out of it are ſaid 
to proceed Lightnings and I hunderings, Before: 
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this glorious Tribunal ſhall appear all the Redeem- 


ed of the Lord, the Prophets, the Apoſtles, the 
Martyrs, the whole Church throughout the World, 


and they ſhall all give an Account of themſelves 


to God. Then their Innocence ſhall be vindica- 
ted, the Scandal that was thrown upon them by 
the World, ſhall be wiped off before Men and An- 
gels, their ſeeret Acts of Piety and Virtue ſhall be 
proclaimed, their Faith, and Repentance for their 
Sins declared, the divine Goodneſs aud Mercy ma- 
nifeſted, and the powerful Virtue ot the Blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt in the Sanctification of Believers made 
evident to the vaſt Afﬀembly of Spirits, after they 
have been acquitted, the Judge ſhall riſe out of his 
flaming Throne, and ſay to them with an audible : 
Voice, and ſmiling Majeſty, Come ye bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from 
the Foundation of the World; to which no Doubt 
their Voices will immediately reſound, Hallelujah, 
Salvation and Glory to him that fits upon the Throne, 
and to the Lamb for ever and ever. After which 
he will ſay to the wicked on his left Hand, Depart 


| from me ye curſed into everlaſting Fire, prepared for 


the Devil and his Angels, What fearful Shrieks 
and Lamentations will then be heard from that 
miſerable Company ? Lord, who can dwell with 
devouring Fire: Who can inhabit everlaſting 
Burnings ? HOLE = 
FOURTHLY, when the Sentence ſhall be 
pronounced, the Wicked ſhall be carried to the 
Place of eternal Torments; and the Judge will a- 
we from his Throne, and aſeend to Heaven in 
Triumph and Glory, attended with all his Saints 
and Angels, who as they follow him through the 
Air, will with loud Hoſannas and triumphant Ac- 
"24 clamations, 
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clamations, celebrate the Praiſes of their Redeemer + 


To him that redeemed them and walbed them in hi 
Blood, and made them Kings and Prieſts to God for 


ever and ever. Then the Ranſomed of the Lord jþall 
return to Zion with Songs and everlaſiing Foy upon 
their Heads. They ſhall ſtand before him, and ſerve 
him Day and Night in his Temple, and he that fits u. 


pon the Throne ſhall dwell among them. 
As to the particular Time when Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhall thus appear in Glory, we are altogether igno- 


rant of it. This is one of theſe Secrets which God 


for wiſe Reaſons, hath reſerved in his own Power, 
Of that Day and Hour, #noweth no Man, no, not 
even the Angels in Heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father, Matth. xiii. 32. The primitive Chriſtians, 
from a Miſtake of ſome. Paſſages in Scripture, and 
an impatient Defire to be freed from their grievous 
Perſecutions, thought that the Appearanceof the Son 
of Man was then at Hand. And ſome in the laſt 


Century were ſo raſh as to fix the particular Year 
of his Appearance, But the Event hath ſhewn 


their Folly, How could they pretend to foretell 
the particular Time of the Appearance of Jeſus 
Chriſt, when Jeſus Chriſt himſelf as to his human 
Nature, was ignorant of it ? It is a certain Truth, 
that Jeſus Chriſt ſhall appear in Glory, and that 
we ſhall appeat with him ; and this is ſufficient, 
Let us fix here, my Brethren, and be aſſured, that 
if our Life is bid with Chriſt in God, when Chriſt 
who is our Lifs /ball appear, we ſball alſo appear with 


Dim in Glory. 


AND now let us apply what hath been ſaid in 4 
few Inferences, We might take Notice of a great 
many important Leflons from this glorious Subject, 
but we ſhall only mention the following. * 


2 


1 
APPLICATION. 


FIRST, I Teſus Chrift our Liſe 9 What 
Love and Gratitude, Truſt and Confidence, Sub- 


jection and Obedience do we owe him ? Is it 


through him that God is reconciled to us, and treats 
us with peculiar Love and Complacency ? Is it he 
that ſanctifies and makes us Partakers of the divine 


Nature? And is he preparing Manſions of Bliſs for 


us in Heaven? Let us warm our Hearts with 
Love and Gratitude to our moſt merciful Redeem- 
er, who loved us, and gave himſelf for us, Let us call 
upon our Souls, and all that is within us to praiſe 
and magnify his Name, who delivered us from Sin 
and Miſery, and who makes us. perfect and happy, 
who cauſes us to paſs our Lives comfortably in this 
World, and who will carry us to unſpeakable Feli- 
city and Glory in another. We love and are grate- 
ſul to Men, who ſave us from temporal Death 
and beſtow upon us the Neceſſaries and Comforts 
of this preſent Life, How much more ought we 
to love, and be thankful to him who ſaves our Souls 
from eternal Death, and freely beſtows on us all ſpi- 
ritual Bleſſings? Let us likewiſe truſt and'conhde 
in him for all the good Things we ſtand in need of g 
let us depend upon his Merits and Mediation for 
the Pardon of our Sins; let us pray to him for his 
holy Spirit, for the Sanctification of our Natures, - 
and for Aſſiſtance, Direction and Comfort, in all 
Circumſtances, Temptations and Difficulties. - He 
is not only able, but he is alſo willing to ſave us, 
His Death for us is a Demonſtration of this. And 
let us deyote our ſelyes * all our Advantages — 
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his Glory, and to the Cauſe of Religion and Virtue. 
As we live by the Son of God, let us live for him; 


let us in Imitation of his Example, follow his 


Steps, and make it our great Bufinefs and Delight, 
to manifeſt the Wiſdom, Goodnefs and Mercy ok 


God, and to promote the Welfare and Happineſs of 


Men. Let us look unto Jeſus, the Author and 
Finiſher of our Faith, and follow him with Ardor 
and Eagerneſs in the Ways of Piety and Virtue, 

*SECONDLY., Is Jeſus Chriſt to appear at. 
the End of the World, and to call all Mankind to 
his Judgment Seat? What Manner of Perſons 
ought we to be in all holy Converſation and God- 

lineſs, waiting for, and haſtening to the coming of 
the Lord, when he ſhall deſcend from Heaven with 
a' Shout, with the Voice of the Arch-angel, and 
the Trump of God ? Did we ſeriouſly believe this 
great Principle of Religion, what a mighty Influ- - 
ence would it have upon us? Like the Apoſtle, 
we would labour, whether abſent or preſent, in all 
Conditions, in all Places, and at all Times, to be 
accepted of him; 'for tbe muſi all appear before the 
. Seat of Chriſt, We intreat you, my 

rethren, to be firmly perſuaded of this awful Truth, 

Even the Light of Nature teaches us, that a ſuture 
State of Rewards and Puniſhments is highly pro- 
bable; but Scripture demonſtrates this Point; 
Life and Immortality are clcarly brought to Light by 
#he Goſpel. He hath appointed a Day, in which he 
avill judge the World in Righteouſneſs, by that Man 
wohom he hath ordained, Our blefled Saviour hath 
emptorily declared this, and he hath been true 


'X0 his Word hitherto, whether in his Promiſes or 
In his Threatnings. He promiſed to ſend down 
the holy Ghoſt after his Aſcenſion ; and * 
, fully 


8 0 27 ) 
fully accompliſhed. He threatned to deſtroy Je- 
ruſalem, and he did ſo. He hath told us, that, he 
will come in the Clouds of Heaven, in flaming Fire, 
10 punifh the wicked, and to reward the rigbteaus. 


How ſhould this Thought awaken us, that there 


is (uch a Promiſe on Record, by one who never 


failed in his Word. Let this Conſideration 
always fill your Minds. Think continually, you 
hear the Sound of the laſt Trumpet, Ariſe ye dead, 


and come to Fudgment, Let not the Pleaſures, 
nor the Bufineſs of this World put far from you 
this important Conſideration, Whether you think 
of it, or not, this Day will come. And if it ſhould 
come before you are prepared for it, your Buſineſs, 
your Pleaſures, your Riches, your Honours will be 
of no Benefit to you. Think then of the Day of the 
Lord, and think of it in ſuch a Manner as to pre- 
pare thy ſelf for it. Leave all thy wicked Thoughts 
and Practices; court the Favour of him that is to 
be thy Judge, ſubmit to his Scepter, pay a willing 
Obedience to his Laws. Be wiſe. therefore, O ye 
Kings, and be inſtructed, ye. 72 of the Earth. 
Serve the Lord with Fear and Trembling. Kiſs the 
Son, left he be angry, and ye periſh from the Way, 
when his Mratb is kindled but a little. | 
THIRDLY, Shall all true Chriſtians appear 
with Jeſus Chriſt in Glory ? This teaches us that 
while we are here in this World, we ſhould en- 
deayour to be like our Saviour. Thus reaſons the 
Apoſtle, 1, John iii. 2. We ſhall be like him, for 


_ we /hall ſee him as he is ; and every Man that hath 


this Hope in him, purifies himſelſf even as he is pure 
that is, he ſets the Example of Jeſus Chriſt before 


him, and imitates him in all his imitable Perfecti- 
ons. As it was by a patient Continuance in well, 


doing 
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doing and a perfect Submiſſion to the divine Will, 


that Jeſus Chriſt merited the Glory in which be 
will appear at the Day of Judgment, ſo your Bo- 
dies muſt be cleanſed, and your Souls purified from 


all ſenſual, werldly, vain and wicked Inclinations, 


and you muſt be holy as God is holy, if you would 


partake of his Happineſs, and ſhare of his Glory, 
There is no Agreement between Light and Dark- 
neſs, no Concord between God and Belial, no Fel- 


' Towſhip between Jeſus Chriſt and Sinners. Tis 
true, after all your Endeavours to become holy u- 
pon Earth, you ſhall ſtill be far ſhort of that Holi- 
[neſs which becomes the Appearance of Jeſus Chrift, 


But you muſt-uſe your beſt Endeavours, and pres 


" towards the Mark, for the Prize of the high Calling 


of God, in Chriſt * - Without Holineſs, no Man 
Not that wicked Men ſhall not 


Homage to the Son of God. But they ſhall not 


appear in Glory: They ſhall appear cloathed in 
Shame and Confufion, in dreadful ExpeQation of 
the terrible Sentence to be pronounced upon them. 
So that you muſt either give over all Thoughts of 
© appearing with Jeſus Chriſt in Glory, or you mvſt 
prepare your ſelves for that Appearance by Faith 


and Love, by Purity and Holineſs. Chriſtian, thy 


- Life is in Heaven; there is thy Happineſs and thy 
Glory. Do not debaſe thy ſelf by purſuing the 
mean and baſe Enjoyments of this World, and 
which are but Shadows of Felicity, whilſt thou ne- 
1 the Body and the Subſtance, Jeſus Chriſt. 


mi tate the Children of the World in their Am- 


bition. Thoſe among them that are nobly born, 
and much more thoſe that are Heirs to a Crown 
and Kingdom, will not engage in any low Em- 


ployment, 
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ployment, nor deſcend to a mean Action. As ſor 
thee, thou art of heavenly Extraction, a Brother to 
Angels, an Heir to an immortal Diadem and ne- 
ver- failing Kingdom. Keep in Mind thine He- 
nour and Dignity. Diſdain to mix with the Slaves 
of the Earth? ſcorn to ſtoop to their mean and 
groſs Delights; raiſe thy Thoughts to Heaven; 
meditate on the Glory in which thou ſhalt appear 
at the great Day ; do nothing unworthy the Son of 
a King, of the King of Heaven, - 

FOURTHLY, Is Jeſus Chriſt to appear to 
take Vengeance on all them that know not God, 


nor obey the Goſpel of his Son ? This is Matter 


of great Terror to the wicked World, Now you 
put far away the Thonghts of the Appearance of 
Teſus Chriſt, you inſolently break his Laws, you 
abuſe his Favouts, you trample under Foot the 
Son of God, you declare by your wicked Lives, 
that you will not have him to reign over yon; you 
fay, that the Lord delayeth his Coming, you beat 
your Fellow-Servant. But profane and wicked 
Man, the Lord is not flack concerning his Promije. 
There is a Day coming, and perhaps is near at 
Hand, when thou ſhalt pay dear for thy Folly and 
Madneſs ; when he whom thou now rejecteſt and 
deſpiſeſt, and whoſe Laws thou caſteſt behind thy 
Back, ſhall appear in the Glory of his Father, with 


ail his holy Angels, and puniſh thee ' according to 
thy Deſerts, What Horror and Amazgment will 


leize thee, when raiſed out of the Grave, thou 
ſhalt behold the Son of God whom thou haſt made 
thine Enemy, coming in Power and Majeſty ? How 
wilt thou ſhrink back from the Light, and wiſh*to 
hide thy ſelf again in the Grave. Yonder comes 
he whoſe Laws I have broken, whoſe Love I have 

deſpiſed, 
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deſpiſed, whoſe Name I have blaſphemed ; he comes 
in terrible Wrath; wretched and forlorn, how 
ſhall J abide his Appearance, or whither ſhall I flee 
from his Preſence? Mountains, Mountains fall 
upon me, Hills cover me ſrom his Sight, But the 
Hills and Mountains will melt away, and -nothing 
ſhall be left but thy ſelf for his fiery Indignation, 
Thou ſhalt be dragged to his Judgment Seat, 
How wilt thou endure the Face of thy Judge! 
Where wilt thou hide thy ſelf from the Lightning 
of his Eyes? Hell with all ids Torments is not to 
be compared to the Look of an angry God. HH. 
that made thee, will have no Mercy upon thee, and 
Be that formed thee, will ſhow thee no Favour, 

LAST LY, Shall we appear with Jeſus Chriſt 


in Glory ? This is Matter of great Comfort and . 


Joy to the good Man, under all the Afflictions of 


this Life. Faithful Chriſtian, thou art while in 


this World, liable to great Afflictions and Calami 
ties; thou art ſubject 40 Pain and SicknefF, to Po- 
verty and Want, to Shame and Diſgrace, Yo Crol. 
ſes and Diſappointments, to Perſecution and Death; 
thy Graces are weak, thy Temptations many and 
ſtrong, thy Saviour out of Sight, beyond the higheſt 
Heavens. But be of a good Courage; yet a little 
while and all theſe Things ſhall come to an End, 
and he that ſhall come, will come, and will not tarry, 
Yet a little while and thy Body ſhall become like 
unto the glorious Body of the Son of God, and thy 
Soul ſhall be raiſed to the higheſt Degree of Per- 
fection and Happineſs. Vet a little while and thou 
ſhall be purified from all Sin and Corruption, and 
conſequently from all Miſery, and taken up into 
the Air to meet thy Saviour, Thefe light At- 
flictions ſhall work for thee a far more exceeding 
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and eternal Weight of Glory. Thy Saviour ſuffer- 
ed much greater Afflictions than any thou art liable 
to, Sin only excepted, But the Glory he had be- 
fore him, made him patiently endure - the Croſs, 
and deſpiſe the Same. And now he is ſet down 
at the right Hand of God. Be thou likewiſe ſted- 
faſt, and thou ſhalt obtain the Crown of Life, 
Lift up thy Head with Joy and rejoicing, for thy 
Redemption draweth nigh. Thy Deliverance may 
come ſooner than thou thinkeſt of. The End of 


all Things, may be, is at Hand. Perhaps the Or- 
der is already given in Heaven for the general 


Judgement of the World ; perhaps the Angels are 


already ſummoned to attend the Son of God; per- 
haps he is juſt about to appear in Glory; perhaps” # 


the Sound of the laſt Trumpet will this Moment 
fill our Ears. Come, even ſo come, Lord Feſus. 


NO, to him that ſitteth upon the Throne, and, 
the Lamb that was ſlain, and hath redeemed us from 


our Sins in his Blood, and will give us to appear 
with him in Glory, be Honour and Majefty, the Do- 
minion and Power, for ever, and ever, 41 HE N. 
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